
The church remodeling work will certainly play a role 
in how our sanctuary is decorated for Easter — and 
Annette Stevens and the Decorating Committee will 

still be using their talents to welcome us and further our 
worship of the Lord.

Annette will be working with committee members Jenn 
Svoboda and Leah Policky to enhance our worship space just 
as they did for the seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Lent.

“I like to focus on the altar when I do the decorating,” 
Annette says. “For Lent, we have had an old cross, purple cloth, 
and clay pots to draw attention to what Christ went through. For 
Easter, I like to use lilies and flowers, so we’re representing 
everything is alive again. A lot depends on the remodeling.”

For Advent, the committee placed the Advent Wreath in 
front of the altar, and during the week of Christmas, they put 
up the trees and the Nativity and decorated the interior of 
the church. The decorations were kept until Epiphany. The 
appropriate décor was placed for Lent on Ash Wednesday. 

While the observer may see flowers and Christmas trees and 
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Decorating Committee 
Members Share Talents to Welcome All and Enhance Our Worship

A setting to remind us 
of the coming Passion 
of Christ after Palm 

Sunday was placed at 
our altar several years 
ago by our Decorating 

Committee.
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Teaching By Example

The Importance of Prayer
 in a Child’s Life

“I want to be just like Mom and Dad!”
Perhaps nothing lifts a parent’s heart like 
hearing these words. While certainly affirm-

ing, such words also remind us of the great re-
sponsibility that comes with parenthood. 

Children often examine the lives of their par-
ents when making decisions that will affect their 
own lives. For example, a young boy may dream of 
becoming a physician one day, just like his father. 
Or a young girl may hope to become a veterinarian, 
just like her mother. Could the same be said about 
their parents’ faith lives?

Just as children learn traits and values from 
their parents, they should also learn the impor-
tance and great joy of developing a personal rela-
tionship with Christ. And the foundation of such 
a relationship is prayer — conversation with God. 

How should we go about teaching our chil-
dren to pray? There are several methods, but 
none works as well as teaching by example. Be-
gin teaching the importance of prayer by praying 
openly with your spouse. This teaches children 
that prayer is meaningful and important, and not 
just a ritual. Also, pray with your children – in the 
morning and in the evening. Show your sons and 
daughters the importance of beginning and end-
ing each day in prayer. 

While a fortunate dilemma, it’s a dilemma none-
theless — Catholics face the challenge of discerning 
which prayers to use, considering the thousands 
available. A good rule of thumb is to start simple — 
maybe an Our Father or Hail Mary, and then move 
into something more complex — Hail, Holy Queen 
or Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel, among  

others. Begin with prayers your children can pick 
up fairly quickly. Not only will this show them that 
praying can be fun and easy, but shorter prayers 
are also usually easier to understand.

Teach your children the importance of sponta-
neous prayer, rather than just prescribed prayers. 
Spontaneous prayer is any prayer that is creat-
ed at the same time it is offered. Another way to 
think of spontaneous prayer is “praying in your 
own words.” Structure spontaneous prayers ac-
cording to the ACTS acronym — Adoration, Contri-
tion, Thanksgiving, and Supplication. In layman’s 
terms, this means beginning each prayer with 
words of adoration, such as “You are the Lord God 
Almighty. I love you.” Move into a period of con-
trition, asking God’s forgiveness for the sins you 
have committed. Then, give words of thanksgiving, 
thanking God for the gifts He has given. Finally, 
spend time sharing with God your heart’s desires. 
These intentions can be personal or on another’s 
behalf. Following this format ensures that spon-
taneous prayer “covers all the bases,” and doesn’t 
become just a mental wish list. While God wants to 
hear and grant our wishes, He also expects words 
of adoration, contrition and thankfulness. 

The best time to begin praying with your chil-
dren is right now. The sooner they learn about 
prayer, the sooner they can begin cultivating 
their own relationship with Jesus. Many parents 
even pray with their children before birth, hop-
ing their unborn son or daughter can hear their 
words in utero. Remember, there is no better way 
to teach one’s children about the value of prayer 
than by example.
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What is on the other side? What is it going to 
look like? Will it satisfy our expectations? 
These questions came to our mind during 

the three months of reconstruction of the sanctuary 
in our church. On Easter, the wall came down and 
we could see the changes. Parishioners have a variety 
of thoughts about the changes in the sanctuary, and 
the truth is that reality does not match our expecta-
tions. The months of construction align themselves 
with the resurrection of Jesus. The reality of the res-
urrection does not match our expectations since it is 
beyond our wildest dreams. No one has risen from 
the dead except Jesus, and we await our resurrection 
from the dead to eternal life in heaven. St. Paul writes 
of heaven, that “eye has not seen, ear has not heard, 
nor has it dawned on man what God prepared for 
those who love Him.”

Jesus told His Apostles about His approaching 
suffering, death and resurrection. As Peter, James 
and John descended Mount Tabor after the Trans-
figuration they asked each other what rising from the 
dead meant. What would it be like for Jesus to rise 
from the dead? He raised Lazarus, a young boy and 
girl from the dead — who will raise Jesus from the 
dead? What is He going to look like and will this event 
change our lives?

The resurrection not only changed the lives of 
the Apostles — it changed the life of all humanity.  
There are questions that surround this glorious 
event Jesus will answer in the next life. The resur-
rected body is different and life in heaven is different 
from our experience on earth. We wait for Jesus to 
reveal this to us in eternity. The resurrection of Je-
sus proves to us that death is not the end. It proves 
to us that Jesus is truly God, as death cannot con-
quer God, who is eternal. His resurrection gives 
us courage and hope in the face of the trials and 
suffering encountered in earthly life. Jesus’ simple 
words to the Apostles when the waves of the Sea of  

Galilee were threatening their life 
were “do not be afraid.” His resur-
rection from the dead assures us 
there is nothing to fear.

We hear people say, “Have no Fear,” yet 
we live in a world paralyzed by fear. There are things 
that worry us each day and we spend countless hours 
trying to solve these problems. Jesus’ promises, “I will 
be with you always” and “I will not leave you orphans,” 
provide an answer to our fears and anxiety. Jesus, 
Son of God and Son of Man, the God Man, provides 
the example of how to live in a fear-paralyzed world. 
St. Luke tells us that Jesus set His face like flint as 
He approached His suffering and death. He did not 
fear these events since they were the will of His Fa-
ther, and these events would set the whole world free 
from sin and death. He embraced His cross and death 
to conquer sin and death for all. Jesus desired to ac-
complish the will of the Father regardless of its dif-
ficulty. Jesus had confidence that the Father’s will is 
good, and accepting it will be good for others. We fear 
the crosses of daily life, but Jesus teaches us that the 
cross is light and not burdensome since He helps us 
carry the cross.  

In this Easter season, we rejoice in the resurrec-
tion of Jesus since it reminds us that we too can rise 
from suffering and death in its unique form molded for 
us, through union with Jesus’ cross and resurrection. 
During this Easter season, let us live each day with 
the strength, hope and joy that come from the resur-
rection of Jesus. Alleluia, He is risen! He is truly risen!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Robert Tucker
Pastor

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

The Resurrection

Changes Our Lives
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Baptismal Preparation at St. Vincent de Paul
Providing Our Children with the Gateway to Life in the Spirit

The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church makes it clear just how 
important the Sacrament of 

Baptism is to our faith — “Holy Bap-
tism is the basis of the whole Christian 
life, the gateway to life in the Spirit, 
and the door which gives access to the 
other sacraments” (1213). When we 
choose to have a child baptized, we are 
committing them to God. 

Here at St. Vincent de Paul, 
Msgr. Robert Tucker and Fr. Allan 
Phan both assist parents by helping 
them prepare for their child’s Bap-
tism. Msgr. Tucker enjoys adminis-
tering this sacrament, as he knows 
how important and special it is. 

“The grace of Baptism sets us free 
from the hold of the devil, and we live 
as children of God,” he says.     

First-time parents contact the 
parish office to schedule individual 
meeting times to prepare for Baptism. 
The parents also choose Godparents 
for the child. Msgr. Tucker says the 
role of Godparents is a very important 
one, as they are there to help the par-
ents in their duty to raise the child as 
a Christian. 

“The Godparents are accepting a 
role in helping the child to grow in 
faith,” Msgr. Tucker says. “They are 
taking on the duty of prayer for this 
child, to provide an example of Chris-
tian living and to encourage them in 
their life of faith.”

“Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway 
to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives access to the other 

sacraments” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1213).

Aaron and Karie Busse celebrated the Baptism
 of their daughter, Gianna, in late 2020. 

continued on page 5



5

Baptismal Preparation at St. Vincent de Paul
Providing Our Children with the Gateway to Life in the Spirit

It’s important for parents to have time to learn 
and explore the commitment they are making when 
they have their child baptized in the Catholic faith. 
Msgr. Tucker and Fr. Phan can also get to know the 
parents better in these meeting times. Msgr. Tucker 
also believes the meetings are a great opportunity 
for the parents to learn more about Baptism and 
encourage parents in their faith. 

“Knowledge of something helps us to appreciate 
it more,” Msgr. Tucker says. “The class helps par-
ents understand the gift that their children are re-
ceiving, and the Baptism is fruitful for the parents.”

As Msgr. Tucker points out, the best way par-
ents can prepare for their child’s Baptism is to 
take time to strengthen their own spiritual lives 

and learn how to pass along the Catholic faith. 
“We cannot give what we do not possess our-

selves,” he says. 
As for what Msgr. Tucker enjoys most about a 

Baptism, it’s the time to be with a family — often, 
he is able to enjoy a meal with them afterward. It’s 
a joyous occasion and he is happy to be part of it.

other décor, the act of arranging and planning these 
items serves to increase faith for Annette. For her, 
the beauty of the church helps reflect the beauty of 
God, and she works to enable parishioners discover 
that beauty when they enter the church.

“I feel God has helped me, and this is my way 
of giving back my time to beautify the church, and 
hoping it helps other people feel good when they see 
it for the different seasons,” Annette says. 

The work of the Decorating Committee is focused 
on bringing glory to God.

“There are different things He’s helped me 
with,” Annette says. “The little things I can do for 
Him, maybe if people see the beauty, it makes 
people feel better, and puts them into a worshipful 
frame of mind.”

The Decorating Committee’s attention to the 
beauty of our church continues between the 
seasons. When there have been flowers placed in the 
church for a wedding or funeral, Annette will keep 
arrangements looking fresh for as long as possible 
and will remove the arrangements as they fade.

Decorating Committee  continued from front cover

If you would like to schedule 
and begin preparation for the 

Sacrament of Baptism, please call 
the parish office at 402-643-3421. 

Additional members are always welcome to join the committee! Anyone 
wanting more information about the Decorating Committee, or who would 

like to join, is welcome to call Annette Stevens at 402-588-2233.
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Steadfast in Faith and Devotion: 
St. Catherine of Siena

On April 29, we celebrate 
the feast day of a doctor 
of the Church — one who 

remained absolutely devoted to 
living her life for Christ, even in the 
face of familial misunderstanding 
in her youth, and through societal 
opposition and turmoil during her 
later years. As stewards in our 
fast-paced, highly technical — 
and often fractured — world, we 
can always look to the life and 
example of St. Catherine of Siena, 
and strive to remain steadfast 
in our faith while facing our own 
modern-day challenges.

Born in mid-14th-century Italy 
to a large family, and in the midst 
of a plague outbreak, St. Cath-
erine of Siena was her parents’ 
25th child, although half of her 
siblings did not survive through 
childhood. Young Catherine re-
sisted her family’s desire for her 
to marry — she even went so far 
as to begin fasting and cutting her 
hair short in protest. Her parents 
eventually relented, as Catherine 
strived to humbly serve her own 
family, treating her own father as 
Jesus, her mother as Mary, and 
her brothers as the apostles.

Such was Catherine’s desire 
to remain in service to her own 
family that instead of entering a 
convent, she joined the Third Or-
der of St. Dominic at age 18. This 
enabled her to continue serving 

her family at home, even as she 
was part of a religious society. In 
time, she learned to read and be-
gan giving her family’s own pos-
sessions to those in need — even 
though her parents didn’t neces-
sarily approve of her entirely al-
truistic approach to service.

Continuing with her faith-
ful devotion as part of the Third 
Order of St. Dominic, Catherine 
developed a following of her own, 
as she wrote letters offering spiri-
tual encouragement and instruc-
tion. Controversy would ensue, 
as her writings began to com-
ment on public matters through 
her firm lens of faith. 

In the midst of these spiri-
tual developments, at age 21, 
Catherine underwent a profound 
change, as she experienced what 
she called her “mystical marriage 
to Christ.” Through this experi-
ence, she was directed to help the 
poor and the sick.

Catherine began serving 
those in need in hospitals and 
homes, which inspired followers 
to assist in these important mis-
sions of service, love and mercy. 
Furthermore, she continued to 
comment on public matters, pe-
titioning for peace in the midst of 
political fracture and strife. This 
continued through the Great 
Schism, beginning in 1378, as 
Catherine spent two years — the 
last years of her life — in Rome, 
praying and pleading for unity in 
the Church, and for the cause of 
Pope Urban VI. 

By January 1380, Catherine 
was gravely ill, unable to eat or 
drink — shortly thereafter, she 
lost the use of her legs. At only 33 
years old, she would pass away on 
April 29, 1380. She was canonized 
nearly a century later, in 1461.

Despite her short life, St. Cath-
erine of Siena made a profound 
impact on the Church through 
her spiritually direct writings, 
her work serving those in need, 
and in preserving the unity of the 
Church in the face of great soci-
etal upheavals — all while being 
singularly devoted to living a life 
for Christ. Her status led her to 
be declared a co-patron of Italy 
(alongside St. Francis of Assisi) in 
1939. And in 1970, Pope Paul VI 
declared St. Catherine of Siena a 
doctor of the Church.
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The Parish Library 
  Provides a Host of Opportunities to
    Delve into the Riches of Our Faith

As Catholics, there are a great many writers who 
share our Tradition — from prolific saints to 
current theologians and even everyday people. 

We’ve inherited a wealth of resources from those who 
have taken the time to share their journey with God, 
as well as their reflections on the doctrines of our 
faith, through the written word. 

Here at St. Vincent de Paul, we hope to make some 
of these texts and other key resources available to 
our parishioners, aiding them in their understanding 
of the faith and spirituality. Parishioner Julie Benes 
has taken over the organizing of the parish library in 
the past year and hopes it will become a place where 
others can find resources that are helpful to them. 

“I really appreciate the library, I love to read,” 
Julie says. “There was one book I read on Mother 
Teresa, and it wasn’t a long book, but it told about 
some of her life and it was just so interesting — I 
loved it.”

Our library, which is located off the hallway 
of the main parish building and shared with the 
school, offers a wide variety of written resources, 
as well as DVDs. The library gives parishioners ac-
cess to everything from books on Catholic theology, 
books about significant Catholic figures, and a vari-
ety of other topics for personal and spiritual growth. 
From children and adults to lifelong Catholics or 
those who are curious about the faith, our library 
has something for everyone. 

“There are books for kids and adults, and videos 
for kids and adults,” Julie says. “There are books on 
the lives of the saints, fiction, and non-fiction.”

For Julie, who entered into Catholicism as an 
adult, reading and learning about her faith has been 
an integral part of her spiritual development. 

continued on back cover

The library has encouraged me to 
learn and read more about the 
faith. It’s good to refresh your 

memory on things and to continue 
to stay in the Word. — Julie Benes

The resources available in our parish library provide 
parishioners with opportunities to grow in their 

knowledge of the faith.
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LITURGY SCHEDULE
Daily Masses: Monday thru Friday at 7:00 a.m., Saturday at 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Obligation Masses: Saturday at 5:30 p.m., Sunday at 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Confession: Monday thru Saturday: 20 minutes before each daily Mass, Saturday: 4:30 to 5:20 p.m.,

Sunday: 7:30 to 7:50 a.m. & 9:30 to 9:50 a.m. Other confession times available by appointment.

“The library has encouraged me to learn and 
read more about the faith,” she says. “It’s good to 
refresh your memory on things and to continue to 
stay in the Word.”

The library also helps our parish to fulfill its 
mission of empowering people to experience and 
share God’s love with others. Whether it’s a group 
of our young people from the Godparent Groups 
discovering and sharing new books with one an-
other, or a family stopping in to find a movie for 
family movie night, the library is a resource that 
Julie hopes people will embrace and use. 

 “I just hope to get the word out and to update 
it a little bit,” Julie says. “I hope to let people know 
the resource is available and hope that people will 
continue to use it.”

Julie encourages fellow parishioners to consider 

checking out a book that might help them grow in 
their faith. It’s easy to do, with the self-checkout 
system, and even non-readers can find short or 
nonintimidating books that will interest them and 
deepen their relationship with God.  

“Start out small, maybe even with just a pam-
phlet,” Julie says. “Just find something you think 
could help you in your faith.”

If you would like more information, 
please contact the parish office at 

402-643-3421 or email Julie Benes 
at juliebenes5@gmail.com.

http://stvincentseward.org
mailto:juliebenes5@gmail.com

